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Abstracts

1 21° Century Socialism in Latin America: An Analysis Based on Bolivia’ s Experience
Yuan Dongzhen
Abstract; Since the beginning of the 21™ century a number of leftist governments in Latin
America adopted socialist programs and constructed the so—called “21™ Century Socialism”
in their countries. In Bolivia the Morales government regards the Communitarian Socialism
as the guiding principle for promoting political and economic reforms. As one of the major
socialist thoughts in the region it centers on “el vivirbien” or “the good life” and purs uits
social justice. It is regarded as a combination of traditional indigenous values anti-—
neoliberalism thinking and scientific socialism and draws ideas from socialist experiences in
Cuba and Venezuela. Critical of globalization and westernization it seeks to construct a new
development mode as an alternative to capitalism. According to it  Bolivia will develop a
participatory democracy based on common sense and a productive economy. As a newly born
ideological thinking the Communitarian Socialism is still restricted by theoretical defects
which has brought many uncertainties to its prospect. But as a product of Bolivia’ s social
conditions it reflects the essential demand of the middle and lower classes which enables
it to produce far—reaching effects on the country.
Key words: Latin America 21" Century Socialism Bolivia Communitarian Socialism

the good life  Morales

19 Leftist Governments in Latin America: Challenges and Prospects

Zhang Huiling

Abstract: Since the start of this millennium tens of leftist parties have gained ruling
power by winning elections in Latin American countries including major regional powers
such as Brazil Venezuela and Argentina. It is noticeable that the political axis of the
region has moved towards the left. In the past decade regional countries witnessed a strong
economic growth and a remarkable social development. Recently due to increasing
downward economic pressure leftist governments were facing challenges from widespread
discontent. Intensifying social conflicts and rising election pressure in the region caused
major election losses of some leftist ruling parties. It can be concluded that the leftist
governments in the region had not yet found an alternative to neoliberalism. The capitalist
system imposed heavy restrictions on their capacity to push political and economic

reforms. Regarding the parties themselves institutional building is weak. It also needs to
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