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The Understanding of Latin America by Chinese Academia
—A Review of Academic History Based on Journal of Latin American Studies

Han Qi

Abstract: Journal of Latin American Studies is China’s only specialized publication on Latin American
studies, representing the highest level of understanding Latin American issues in the Chinese academia. Since
its first issue in 1979, the journal has published over three thousand articles. These research results show that
Chinese scholars are interested in a wide range of Latin American issues, which in general are closely related
to China’s development and the growth of Latin America. Among the important subjects of the journal’s
organized discussion are the social nature of Latin America, comparison of the development paths of the South
and North Americas, comparison of Latin American and East Asian development models, evaluation of
neoliberal reforms, debate on “Latin Americanization” and “middle income trap”, and views on the rise of
Latin American leftist and “21st century socialism”. On all these topics, scholars have put forward many views
in both positive and negative aspects, demonstrating that Chinese scholars strive for an objective and impartial
evaluation of Latin American issues and an understanding of a real Latin America.
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