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The Anticlerical Movement in Mexican Revolution and its Evaluation

Han Qi, Li Chao

Abstract: During the first half of the 20th century, along with the arrival of the Mexican Revolution,
anticlerical movement broke out once again and continued to expand and intensify. During this period, the
conflict between church and state reached three phased climaxes. This anticlerical movement played an
important role in the national reconstruction process in Mexico: it promoted the formation of modern nation—
state, facilitated social transformation and cultural innovation, and accelerated the creation of Mexican “new
man”. Despite such great achievements, there was a lot of aggressive behavior during the movement; and
because of the deep-rooted Catholicism in Mexico, this movement eventually did not achieve its original goal.
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