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A ‘“Paradox” in the Development of Peruvian Populism Movement

HAN Qi SONG Xin - xin
( The Research Center for the History of Modern World Nankai University Tianjin 300350  China)

Abstract: A “paradox” in the development of Peruvian populism movement is that the army has been histor—
ically opposing the Aprista Movement whereas the military government of General Juan Velasco Alvarado
(1968 —1975) inherited the essence of Aprimo. The causes on the surface include the military’s enmity to—
ward APPA resulting from Trujillo events the obstruction of oligarchic group and the changing nature of
APRA and the army. However the underlying causes are the slow pace of modernization the immaturity of
the bourgeoisie strength and APRA’s mistakes in policy — making. This paradox indicates that populism in
Latin America is a product of the modernization transformation during which populism is needed to overcome
some old bottlenecks in the social and economic development. Therefore the delay of a country’s social and e—
conomical development leads to a delayed long and tortuous path of populism movement.
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