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After several months of preparation, the Center for Central American and the Caribbean Studies is founded today.


Central America and the Caribbean have 22 countries.  Although many of them are tiny states, their position in the world stage is important.


Over there you can witness great progress in social development in the socialist country in the western hemisphere.

    Over there you can find the world’s first black country to gain independence over more than two centuries ago.


Over there you can see many banana republics or coffee republics.


Over there you can sail through one of the busiest canals in the world.


Over there you can find the most beautiful beaches on earth.


Over there you can enjoy exotic cultures.
Over there you can have a frightened heart in the face of hurricane.

Over there you can listen to steel drum music, Calypso and Reggae.

    Over there you can take a walk around the asphalt lake.

    Over there you can sip the world-renowned Rum, but do not drink and drive.


Over there you can visit the native places of several noble laureates.


Over there you can understand how the Chinese province of Taiwan carries out dollar diplomacy. 
Over there you can see plantations where many overseas Chinese labors worked two centuries ago.

And, over there you can understand why it is called the back-yard of a hegemonic power.


The Center is to promote academic research, provide the business sector with market information, spread knowledge of the two regions to the Chinese public and promote friendship between the peoples in China and in Central America and the Caribbean.


With the trust from my colleagues, I shall act as the director of the center.  Its deputy director is林华，the secretary-general is杨志敏, and the two deputy secretaries-general are王鹏 and周志伟.
    In order to take advantage of the resources outside of ILAS, we have decided to appoint 12 guest research fellows.  They are:

外交部  杨万明 董晓军 傅新蓉 许剑 张艳辉                   
中联部  王华 王玉林 王家雷 么素珍 
商务部  王治权

对外友协 王宏强

特立尼达和多巴哥西艾金融公司（CL FINANCIAL LTD, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO）北京代表处      李燕生

Today is August 8.  According to Chinese belief, the number 8 is full of good things.  At first I though this ceremony should have started at eight minutes past eight so that we can have more “eight”.  Apparently, that is too early.  So, in reality, we started the meeting at 9:58.  I sincerely hope that, with the help from the diplomats from Central America and the Caribbean countries, with the support from my colleagues, with the assistance from our guest research fellows, our center will grow (发育) rapidly, discover (发现) more important topics, and develop smoothly with prosperity (兴旺发达) .

Thank you very much.
