Dilemma of Latin America’s Integration Process 

In recent years Latin America attained a sustained growth in the intra-regional trade and tried to create new modes of integration. However, the intra-regional trade volume was merely a tiny share of the total trade volume of the region. Obsessed by intense nationalism and ideology, the regional countries failed to achieve the political consensus or to take substantial measures required for integration. The frictions among them were intensified and some sub-regional integration organizations were even confronted with the jeopardy of collapse. In the region there is not such a country that is so powerful economically to assume the leading role and ignite the integration process. In addition, economic integration benefited large countries much more than small countries, which caused the latter to lose interest in integration. 
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