U.S. Influence on Latin America’s Democratization

In the early 20th century, the U.S. began to apply democratization as a tool of maintaining its interests in Latin America. During the Cold War, aiming at holding back communism, it enhanced the cooperation with the authoritarian regimes in the region and never hesitated to overthrow an elected government supposed to be pro-communism. Since 1974, it pursued the democratization strategy, which played a constructive role to a certain degree in promoting Latin America’s democratization. But it was proved that the strategy was basically self-serving. What happened in Latin America shows that a dynamic democracy must be based on institutional innovation and constantly adapt itself to the changing political and economic situation.
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