Latin American Situations in 2006
In 2006 Latin American political stability was preserved, but there were important changes in the political landscape, reflected in the rise of the left-wing forces. It can be predicted that the current political condition will be maintained in the near future. In order to eliminate institutional shortcomings, strengthen political stability and mobilize popular participation, Latin American countries should deepen their political reforms.

Latin American economy grew rapidly in 2006.But the region needs to maintain the momentum of growth, control inflation pressure, guard against external shocks and improve domestic investment environment. The region’s economy in 2007 will be determined by both domestic policy conditions and external factors like the world economic situation.


Latin American diplomacy continued to move towards diversity. Though Latin American relations with the United States had been changing, the region is still dominated by the U.S. influence in many aspects. Integration in the region was moving forward, but unity within the region itself was weakening.


In the social field in 2006, poverty was deceasing and income distribution in some countries was improving. But social contradictions are still rampant, crimes rates are rising and public security are threatened.  It is an urgent task for the governments of Latin American countries to deal with the relationship between economic and social development.
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