International Laws of Latin America    
Regional international laws, composed of a whole set of principles, regulations and institutions, have binding powers for all the countries in a certain region. Countries in the Americas established the Pan American Union in the early 20th century and turned it into the Organization of the American States in the 1940s.In this process, they compiled international laws, which were often called the “international laws of the Americas”, and the international laws written by Latin American countries were thereby termed as the “international laws of Latin America”.

Carlos Calvo (1824~1906), the well-known Argentine law expert, has made great contributions to the development of international laws. Calvo Doctrine and Calvo Clause are still widely used in today’s international laws.

Since the 1960s Latin America has been playing an important role in international affairs and contributed to the development of the international laws in the following areas: 1) It has maintained the principle of non-interference in other nations’ affairs.2) It is the first nuclear-free region in the world. 3) It was the second region, after Europe, to adopt measures to protect human rights and status of foreigners.4) It avoids or settles down border disputes by following the borderlines or waterways inherited from the colonial period.5) It struggled to protect its maritime rights.
(Liu Xianya)
