Latin America’s New Political Pattern after the Election Year of 2006

Many left-wing politicians came to power in the elections in 2006. This reflected the disappointment of the public in the neo-liberal economic policies and the growing polarization of the society with widening gap between the rich and the poor.


There are two categories of the left, i.e., the radical and the moderate. Their common ground is found in their determination to curb poverty and narrow the disparity between the haves and have-nots. Their different positions are related to their attitudes towards privatization and the role of the government in economic affairs.


Rise of the left has affected the political pattern of the region as well as the U.S.-Latin American relations. It seems that most of these governments will implement pragmatic policies and attach importance to the interests of the people.
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