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The Tenth CASS Forum on the Lessons and Experiences of the Party Construction of the Ruling Parties in the World was held in May 2005 at ILAS. In his opening remarks at the forum, Professor Li Shenming, Vice President of CASS said that one of the greatest tasks for the Communist Party of China (CPC) at present is how to strengthen its governing ability through party construction. Towards this end, CPC needs to draw lessons and experiences of other ruling parties in the world. However, given the evident differences in nature, principles, platforms and mass foundations between the CPC and foreign parties, it is highly necessary to avoid the blindness of copying or borrowing from the latter, Li Shenming warned. He also stressed that it is particularly important to stress the lessons why the Communist Party of the former Soviet Union collapsed.

Two of the papers presented to the forum were related to Latin America. The paper on Cuba noted that the reason why Cuba can maintain its socialist road despite the U.S. embargo is the correct leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba. The paper elaborated on the question why the Party can build its governing ability through party construction. It summarized the following points: 1) amending party principles and platforms from time to time so as to keep them pursuant to the changing international and domestic situations; 2) paying attention to the Party’s organizational constructions; 3) improving democracy within the party to integrate it with the masses; 4) strengthening ideological education for the party members and the people; 5) showing strong determination to fight against corruption; 6) improving the function of the National Assembly of People's Power; 7) carrying out reforms and opening to the outside world; 8) maintaining balanced economic and social development; 9) adjusting policies towards religion and the overseas Cubans; 10) consolidating the role of the military; and 11) pursuing a multi-lateral foreign policies.

The paper on Chile attempted to show how corruption rose and fell since the 1970s. It concluded that Chile’s success in curbing corruption in recent years lies in its efforts to improve institutional building. The anti-corruption institution in Chile consists of 1) a set of laws and regulations to prevent corruption; 2) requirement of the government officials to report on their own wealth and property; 3) strict supervision; 4) an efficient regime of civil services; 5) wide social participation; and 6) cooperating with such international organizations as Transparency International.


