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From the 1950s to the end of the 1990s clientelism system dominated Venezuela’s two-party politics.  Much of the oil wealth was not used for improving the well-beings of the poor, but controlled in the hands of the corrupt elites.  
In the process of the Bolivarian revolution at present, the role of the state in distributing oil revenues has changed greatly. Moreover, Venezuelan government under Chávez has taken up the following steps to improve the anti-corruption institution:  cleaning up the police; enhancing judiciary efficiency; strengthening the customs; and designing a new mechanism of transferring public assets.


In addition to institutional building, the Venezuelan government has also emphasized other measures like 1) stepping up legal procedures to fight against corruption, 2) drawing experience from other nations, and 3) fortifying international cooperation.


Despite the government efforts, corruption still exists. This is mainly due to the deep roots of the problem and seriousness of the “culture of corruption”.

