Speech of Ambassador Roy M.Wong Lun Hing of Suriname on the occasion of the establishment of the Center for Central American and Caribbean Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences on August 8, 2006, in Beijing.

-Distinguished Director of the Institute of Latin American Studies, Mr. ZHENG BINWEN,



-Distinguished Deputy-Director and Professor Mr. JIANG SHIXUE and other staff members of the Institute 

- Excellencies



- Ladies and Gentlemen


 


 


 
A dear and justified wish the GRULAC Chiefs of Mission accredited to the Government of the People’s Republic of China often expressed on many occasions has finally come true: the establishment of the Center for Central American and Caribbean Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences today.
On behalf of all the GRULAC Chiefs of Mission, I would like to extend my heartfelt and warm congratulations to all of you to this end.





In the following, I would like to give you a brief regional overview of the Caribbean region.



REGIONAL OVERVIEW
The main organization, grouping Commonwealth Caribbean countries, is the Caribbean Community ( CARICOM ), founded by the Treaty of Chaguaramas on July 4th, 1973. All 12 independent Commonwealth countries in the region are members, along with Montserrat, a UK  Overseas Territory. Five other UK Overseas Territories-Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, Anguilla, the Cayman Islands and the Turks and Caicos Islands-have associate membership. The first non-Commonwealth country to gain CARICOM membership was Suriname, which was admitted in February 1995.



Haiti formally joined in July 2003, but relations with CARICOM were suspended in March 2004, when Jamaica gave temporary asylum to the ousted Haitian president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide. The future of Haiti’s relations with Caricom remains difficult: Haiti has a population greater than the total of all other members, a much less developed economy, few common points in their political or administrative traditions, and a language difference. Even so, a move towards normal relations appeared likely following democratic elections in Haiti in February 2006.



The smaller members of Caricom in the eastern Caribbean-Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines-are also members of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), founded in 1981 and with headquarters in St. Lucia.  Anguilla and the British Virgin Islands are also associate members of the OECS. 

The OECS countries (including Anguilla but not the British Virgin Islands) share the services of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB), whose headquarters  are in St. Kitts, and cooperate closely on a number of economic and policy issues, with proposals being developed for closer economic and political integration. The ECCB members have a common currency and a common stock exchange, and five of them-Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent-share a common telecommunications authority, the Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications Authority

( ECTEL ).

In 1989 a Heads of Government agreement was reached on a series of measures to establish a Single Market and Economy and fulfil all the Chaguaramas treaty obligations by 1993. None of the objectives was met on schedule, but nine protocols agreeing amendments to the Caricom treaty were signed in 1999 and 2000, with a target date of 2005, for full implementation. 

From January 2006 Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, Jamaica, Guyana, Suriname and Belize were able to implement a Single Market, while the OECS members were expected to follow by June, although this timetable may probably suffer further setbacks, with Grenada in particular proposing an even later date. 

OECS members meanwhile continued to press for continuing protection for some manufacturing industries and a Caricom Development Fund to provide assistance to the smaller member states. The proposed Single Economy, which would include free movement of labour, with a common currency and tax arrangements, has been deferred to 2008. Long-standing proposals for closer political integration by subgroups of Caricom member states have made little headway. 

The Bahamas does not yet participate in the economic politics adopted by Caricom and is not bound by the Common External Tariff. 


In 2004 Trinidad and Tobago announced the creation of a TT$300m (US$47.6m) a year fund for regional development and poverty-alleviation projects. The fund is financed by Trinidad and Tobago’s energy revenue and is administered by the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Trinidad and Tobago also announced a US$100m revolving loan fund for regional business development, which will be disbursed in 2005-07. Regional solidarity is evident after disasters such as Hurricane Ivan in 2004. 


A Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) was formally inaugurated in April 2005, and is intended to preside over dispute arising from the interpretation and implementation of Caricom treaties. It is also intended to be used as  final court of appeal by member states, replacing the Privy Council in the UK.



In July 2004 the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) was established, comprising 25 members, including Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, the Central American countries, Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Haiti. The British and Dutch territories and the French overseas departments (French Guyana, Guadeloupe and Martinique) are also represented in the organization. 

China is playing an increasingly active role in the region. Major investments have been made in the Bahamas and Suriname, with development assistance going to projects in Guyana, Dominica, Grenada and St. Lucia. Within the region, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. Vincent and Belize still maintain diplomatic relations with Taiwan. However, since 1997, the Bahamas, St. Lucia, Dominica and Grenada have all established diplomatic relations with China.

The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), founded in 1969, is an important regional institution, providing loans to promote economic growth and social development. The 17 Commonwealth countries and dependencies in the region constitute the CDB’s borrowing members; its other members are the UK, Canada, Germany, Italy, Columbia. Mexico. Venezuela and China.

There is a proposal for a new category of institutional membership which could be extended to the European Investment Bank (EIB), which in May agreed a €40m (US$50m) loan to the CDB, and to the Inter-American Development Bank.

More detailed information on the region, I will give you in a separate document.

SIGNIFICANCE

  

Although China and the Caribbean countries are far away of each other in geographical respect, Sino-Caribbean relations started some 150 years and more ago when the first Chinese migrants embarked in Hong Kong and other harbours in the southern part of China to Suriname and other Caribbean countries.


The first Chinese migration to the Caribbean region made significant contributions to the economic development and social progress of the Caribbean countries and enriched their cultures with their own lifestyle.
The development of the Sino-Caribbean relationship shows its significance in political, economic, cultural, educational and other fields.

There have been extensive high-level exchanges between China and the Caribbean countries.
A Friendship and Partnership for Common Development has been established between China and the Caribbean countries contributing to the promotion of mutual understanding, mutual trust and friendship between Chinese and Caribbean leaders resulting in mutual beneficial Sino-Caribbean cooperation.

In this context, China and the Caribbean countries having diplomatic relations with China, established a Consultation Mechanism.
Every two years the Permanent Secretaries of the Chinese and Caribbean Ministries of Foreign Affairs have a consultation meeting.

Economic and trade relations between China and the Caribbean countries are expanding steadily.

Sino-Caribbean cooperation since 2001 expanded to cultural, sports, educational, media, military, tourist and other fields.
Sino-Caribbean exchange and cooperation at NGO-level is presently flourishing.

In this connection, it is worth mentioning the excellent relations between Caribbean cities and their Chinese counterparts under the jurisdiction of the All China Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.

China and most Caribbean countries have good cooperation on matters of mutual concern in various regional and international forums and organizations.


China and the Caribbean countries share much common positions in the international forums, as they are confronted with the same challenges and opportunities arising from political multi-polarization and economic globalization.
Moreover, China and the Caribbean countries both advocate multilateralism and are committed to promoting the democratization of international relations in order to enhance peace and development.

Also of significance is a great economic complementarity between China and the Caribbean countries so that both sides will benefit from each other by promoting economic cooperation, on the basis of mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit.


The following structural aspects are contributing to this position:

 
*China and the Caribbean countries are seeking a stable

 
International environment;


 
*both sides make joint efforts to develop the regional

 
economy and safeguard the legitimate rights and interest
 
of the developing countries;


 
*China and the Caribbean countries are both committed to
 
strengthening bilateral economic and trade relations on the
 
basis of equality, mutual benefit and complementarity and


 
*the principle of ONE CHINA is the political foundation 
 
for the Sino-Caribbean relationship.

STRATEGIES

Within the context of the relationship between China and the Caribbean countries one can observe the following strategies and their manifest interaction:

 
*Extensive friendly exchanges of high-level official visits
 
between China and the Caribbean countries which 
 
significantly contributed to a better mutual understanding ,
 
mutual trust and friendship between Chinese and Caribbean
 
leaders, subsequently promoting mutually beneficial 
 
cooperation in many fields between China and the Caribbean
 
countries;

 
*Expansion and deepening of the trade and economic  

relations between China and the Caribbean countries.
An important landmark in the Sino-Caribbean relationship

was China’s joining of the Caribbean Development Bank

in 1997, with participation it it’s capital structure enabling

China to establish a fund for cooperation in 2002.

In May 2004, China became the 60th Permanent Observer of 

the Organization of American States (OAS).

The Chinese government provided US$ 1 million for setting up 

a Five-Year CHINA-OAS Cooperation Fund which began its 

functioning in February 2005.

China’s participation in the capital structure of the 

Interamerican  Development Bank (IDB) will undoubtedly 

follow soon which will provide China the opportunity to realize

its strategic cooperation with the Caribbean countries in a  

more structural design.

In order to stimulate Sino-Caribbean economic cooperation, 

the CHINA INTERNATIONAL FAIR FOR INVESTMENT AND

TRADE (CIFIT), held every year in Xiamen, Fujian province, 

integrated a Caribbean Day on September 9, 2003,in its 

programmed activities in order to promote Sino-Caribbean

investment and trade.

This can be considered as a milestone for the bilateral  economic relations between China and the Caribbean 

countries.

In this connection, it is also worth mentioning the CHINA-

CARIBBEAN TRADE AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

FORUM, held in Kingston, Jamaica, in February last year.

This forum successfully provided a platform for deepening

the China-Caribbean friendship and cooperation in many

fields, based on the Guiding Framework of Economic and
Trade Cooperation, which was signed between China and 

The Caribbean countries on February 2, 2005.

The Vice-President of China, H.E.ZENG QINGHONG, 

proposed in his speech during the opening ceremony of the 

CHINA CARIBBEAN ECONOMIC AND TRADE COOPERATION on February 2, 2005, the following for the continued and substantive progress of China-Caribbean friendly relations and cooperation on the basis of mutual benefit and win-in results:


 

*maintain exchange of high –level visits and cement 

 
political relations;

 
*create new forms and explore areas of cooperation;

 
*give full play to the government’s role in providing 


quality services;

 
*promote cultural exchanges and enhance mutual 

 
friendship  and

 
*enhance consultation and cooperation to safeguard  

 
common interests.

These proposals then made by the Chinese Vice-President 

are still valid and of pragmatic significance for expanding and

deepening the friendly relation and cooperation between

China and the Caribbean countries.

All these proposals for the way forward in the Sino-Caribbean relations form in essence part of the commitments of China and the Caribbean countries, when there was held the Third Round of Consultations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China and the Caribbean countries which have diplomatic relations with China.



At short notice, the Anton de Kom University of Suriname will conclude a cooperation agreement with the Nanjing Forestry University.

I certainly believe that the Center for Central American and Caribbean Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences can work out a relationship of cooperation with the UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES as the regional institution for academic education, in the fields such as :



 
*the establishment of a scientific data bank;

 
*exchange of lecturers;

 
*human resources development etc.






Thank you.






Beijing, August 8 , 2006
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