GROWTH, DISTRIBUTION AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION 
IN LATIN AMERICA
There is a causal relationship between economic growth on the on hand and income distribution and social stratification on the other. In the fifty years from 1950 to 2000 economic growth rate in Latin America fluctuated extraordinarily and income distribution was stubbornly unequal. During this period the poverty issue, made worse by economic crises, became all the more conspicuous as the population below the poverty line was growing in the rural and urban areas.
  Social stratification in Latin America resulted from historical and other factors. For instance, decision-makers attached more importance to growth than to distribution and social reforms; employment opportunities failed to increase alongside with population expansion; and, the state did not play an active role in adjusting proper social policies.
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