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The War on Iraq did not generate major direct impact upon Latin America. However, as Latin America has close relations with the United Sates and European countries, the changing world pattern after the war would cause indirect impact upon the region. The following three scenarios might happen:
First, the conservatives inside the U.S. might push harder for the implementation of foreign policies with unilateral natures. Towards Latin America, the U.S. would apply a policy of more interventions, even including military actions, to fight against terrorism, drug trafficking, etc. It is also likely that the U.S. would impose high pressure on the governments of left orientation so as to curtail anti-U.S. movement.
Second, though Latin America might be neglected by the U.S. in the near term, major countries in Latin America, such as Brazil, Mexico and Argentina, among others, would probably be courted by the big powers, including the U.S. and others.
Finally, Latin American countries will unite to play a more important role in the world affairs. Recent evidence suggests that some countries of the region have already proposed to gain a stronger foothold in the international arena.
Economically speaking, Latin America will benefit from the post-war world economic stability. On the whole, rising oil price would be favorable to Latin America. In addition, international investors will exhibit more interest in the emerging markets, including those in Latin America. 


