On the 21st Century Socialism in Venezuela
In Venezuela,the 21st century socialism serves as a guiding principle for the Chavez government to launch a radical reform of the national socio-economic mode.Basically it advocates democracy,namely keeping the representative democracy and the multi-party system, and people’s political participation by developing a participatory democracy.Economically it seeks to establish a mixed economy with private and public ownerships,applauds for state intervention,and approves of promoting social justice and improving welfare.Internationally it calls for democratization of international relations.To construct the socialism,the Chavez government amended the constitution and formulated a series of new laws,nationalized large businesses in the key industries,implemented scores of social missions,and strived to boost the regional integration.In the meantime it is confronted with major challenges like the excessive dependence on President Chavez’s personal leadership,sharp divergences among the Venezuelan leftists,and the increasing hostility of the opposition parties.
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