Chinese Scholars’ Perspectives on the Leftist Governments in Latin America
Chinese scholars usually view the governments of Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay and Cuba as leftist. Most of them think that there are two types of leftist governments in Latin America. Some governments have chosen a path of moderate and gradual change, including those in Brazil, Chile, Uruguay and Argentina; some have proceeded with considerable economic and political radicalism, including those in Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia and Cuba. Politically those governments intended to take measures like the reform of constitution and the extension of presidential term to consolidate their rule. Ideologically they pursued the guiding principles like the 21st Century Socialism in Venezuela and Ecuador, the Communitarian Socialism in Bolivia and the Labor Socialism in Brazil. Internationally they focused attention on promoting regional integration and sought to diversify their diplomacy, hoping to counterbalance the U.S. dominance in the region. The policies of those leftist governments have inflicted a very complex influence over their relations with China. China should show concern to their economic and political appeals; on the other hand, it should take a cautious approach to deal with trade disputes with them and guard against any one of them to play the so-called China card.
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