Latin America’s Democratization and Governability

Since the 1990s the focal point of the study of Latin America’s democratization turns gradually from the transition to democracy to the consolidation of democratic institutions, quality of democracy, and governability. To attain governability after democratization is heavily dependent on the design and operation of democratic institutions. Usually there exists a tension between the democratic requirements like competition, participation and accountability and the political demands like stability, order and efficiency. The analysis of these issues constitutes a requisite for the understanding of democracy and governability in Latin America.
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