Russia’s Relations with Latin America
Based on the recent economic comeback, Russia sought to reestablish warm ties with Latin America. The Vladimir Putin government regarded some Latin American countries as strategic partners counterbalancing the United States power. It made an effort to promote Russia’s weapon trade with Latin America, to expand its share in the regional energy market, and to boost its export of technology-intensive goods to the region. Russia succeeded in rejuvenating its traditional relations with Cuba and Nicaragua, developed a strategic partnership with Brazil, and boosted greatly the bilateral relations with Venezuela. However, it is definitely true that the US factor is still the foremost factor which decisively influenced Russia’s policy towards Latin America. （Sun Hongbo）
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