Social Stratification, Income Gaps and Social Security in Latin America
Faced with the economic crisis of the 1980s and starting from Chile,Latin American countries implemented wide-scale reforms in the social security system in the 1990s.However,this process of reform has been accompanied by social stratification and income inequality.

China is also undergoing through a stage of social security reforms, and it can obtain the following lessons from Latin America: 1) Social security reforms should be guided by proper mentality and correct principles.(2) Social welfare expenditure should serve the anti-poverty target and the government must take up responsibility to satisfy the basic needs of the people in this regard.3) Barrier to enter the social security system must be lowered so that more people can be embraced into the system.  4) Social security reforms should follow the changes of the socioeconomic conditions.
                                                      (Fang  Lianquan)
