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policies o mprve its relationswith L atin America L atin American nations, including those under the leadership
of the left, have exhibited rising willingness to strengthen regional cooperation However, due to their different
national interests and varied external strategies, Latin American countries have withessed digutes and frictions
among themselves leading o fragnentation and a lack of progress in regional integration The region continues o
further develop relationswith Europe, theM iddle East, A sia-Pacific and Africa, particularlywith such countries as
Sain, Russia, Iran, India and China

(Wu Guoping, Yuan Dongzhen, L iu Jixin, He Shuangrong)

On the 21 st Century Socialisn in V enezuela
(pp-30 - 35)
The 21 st Century Socialisn is a political slogan put foward by President Chavez in 2005 In order o achieve
his vision of scialisn, President Chavez has mplemented the following measures creating theoretical and
organizational conditions carryingout a strategy of* power politics’; controlling domestic media; strengthening the
role of the goverrment in econamic affairs dealingwith the poverty issue; gpplying land refoms trying o raise his
international mage; opposing the United States politically but still maintaining bilateral econamic relations and
standing harshly against the opposition
In goplying the 21st Century Socialisn, President Chavez is still facing the following challenges 1) the
opposition and the capitalists are joining hands o resist the political changes 2) many people inV enezuela do not
understand fully what the meaning of the 21 st Century Socialisn is 3) there isnot a strong political party based on
Marxisn; 4) foundation of the econamy, based on oil revenues, is not satifactorily olid; and 5) theUnited States
continues o antagonize President Chavez in many ways (Jiang Shixue)

M exico’ sAgriculture and Food Production in the Period of mport

Substitution Industrialization (ISI) and Neoliberal Refoms  (pp. 36 - 40)
M exico’ s agricultural sector has undergone through three stages In the ISI period, i. e , fram the late 1930s
o themid-1980s, itwas under heavy protection of the government In the next stage, i. e , from themid-1980s
1992, protection was steadily reduced by the GATT manbership in 1986 The present stage started in 1992 Since
then the goverrment’ s agricultural policies have witnessed significant trandomation due o the enaciment of a new
agrarian lav in 1992 and NA FTA meanbership in 1994
Atpresent, Mexico’ s agriculture and food production still suffer from low output and weak technological
capacities This ismainly due o the fact that the goverrment continues © mplement the technological policies
designed in the ISI period, and these policies are not campatible with the reality of increased foreign campetition
(Zhong X iwei)

American“ Cultural mperialisn” and L atin America (pp. 46 - 53)

“ Cultural mperialisn” isan influential theory that gopeared in the 1960s It explainswhy and howv the United
States dominates the world with its cultural advantages L atin America is the region flooded with many American
cultural products A s a result, Latin American scholars have long been holding a critical viev towards® cultural
mperialisn” fran the United States

L atin America can hardly resist the cultural invasion from the U. S But® cultural mperialisn”, which is
different fran the notion of* Americanization” , cannot explain why the region of L atin America is in a process of
being Americanized”. (W ang Xiaode)
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