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Abstracts

U. S. Policy toward Latin America in the Post — Bush Era (pp-3-9)
The eight years of the Bush administration witnessed the constantly decreasing U. S. influence in Latin America
as a result of the rising anti — Americanism of the left governments in the region, the enhanced unity of the regional
countries, and the increasing presence of world powers. To meet the challenges, President elect Barack Obama has
proposed to reshape the U. S. leadership and establish a new alliance in the Americas. However, it is certain that
he will not list Latin America as a policy priority due to the fact that there is a pressing need to rejuvenate the U. S.
economy and that the United States is only facing some potential challenges in the region instead of any direct
threats. The incoming Obama administration might take steps to achieve positive interactions with Cuba and
Venezuela, but the U. S. relations with them are not expected to be greatly improved in a short period. In addition,
with regard to the issues like trade and immigration, Obama even might take some measures against the interests of
some Latin American countries.

(He Shuangrong)

Influences of Latino Immigrants on U. S. General Elections and

the Potential Changes in the U. S. Immigration Policy (pp. 10 - 14)

Latino immigrants, the largest ethnic group in the United States, have emerged to be one of the vital factors in

U. S. general elections especially due to their growing influences over those Swing States. With the swelling of Latino

immigrants, the United States is facing a series of tough issues such as the inburst of undocumented immigrants and

immigrant assimilation, which have raised widespread concerns in the mainstream society. As the first black

president, Barack Obama is expected to attach much more attention to immigration issues. According to some

people, the reforms of immigration laws launched by him will be facilitated by the Democratic Party’ s current

dominance in both of the houses of Congress. However, due to the worsening financial crisis and the slowdown of

the economy, it is scarcely possible for Obama to regard immigration issues as a policy priority of the government
agenda. In addition, any substantive reforms in the field must meet strong opposition from the interest groups.

(Feng Feng & Chen Yuanting)

U. S. Trade Policy toward Latin America under an Obama Administration
(pp. 15-21)
In the United States, interest groups are viewed as a key player in the process of trade policy making. Trade

policy divergences emerged in U. S. presidential elections are mainly motivated by them instead of national interest.
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