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Latin America is the region with the highest levels of inequality in the world, which is largely ascribed to the faults in development thinking and social policies. The development thinking in the region underwent an evolvement from structuralism to neo-liberalism to neo-structuralism. Correspondingly, there was a transition from a social policy model based on state plan to a market-based one. However, those models failed to effectively solve social injustice. The fundamental reason is that there were deficiencies in people’s conceptual framework about social justice. By drawing lessons from more than 200 years of “unfair development”, the region has attached unprecedented importance to social policy and is seeking to create a new social policy model to improve social justice.   (Zhao Lihong)
