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On Sauer’ stheory and practice in cultural ecol ogy

DEN G Hui
(Ingtitute of Historica Geogrgphy, College of Environment , Peking Universty , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract :Berkeley School , a0 known as Culturd Ecology School , was represented by Carl O.
Sauer , one of the most outstanding American cultural and historica geographers, who served as
the director of Department of Geography at the Universty of Caifornia, Berkeley , from 1923
to 1954. Under hisleadership this active academic school had produced huge influencesin geog-
raphy and anthropology in North America from the 1920s to 1960s. The academic practice of
Sauer could be clasdfied into five categories: 1) agricultura origin and dispersa ; 2) the relar
tions between cultura landscapes and natura environments; 3) the researcheson the early ex-
plorations of America; 4) human impactson environments; and 5) the methodology of cultura
eoology.

Sauer’ s theory and practice in cultural ecology belongs to the logical postive study. Heis
interested in cultura landscapes and the relationship between the cultural landscapes and natural
environmentsisthe core themein dl his researches. When studying landscapes, he not only re-
veals the regiona differentiation, but ad s emphases the origin and changing process of the cul-
tura landscapes. He believes culturesplay very important rolesin shaping landscapes, and each
unique culturd landscape deeply rootsin the loca environment. He thinks cultural landscape is
built based on the naturd landscape on one sde, and it isa s the creation of human culture on
another dde.

Sauer indststhat al cultura landscapes have the genetic or historical characterigtics. Cul-
tura landscape isformed and shaped throughout the time sequence. At the different timeinter-
vas, the culturd landscape is different. One cultural landscapeis the result of the former land-
xgpe, and it isadd the beginning and condition of the next one. S if we want to well under-
stand the current cultura landscape, we need to know the historical changing process of the
landscape.

From the 1970son, Berkeley School declined gradually and Sauer’ sideas were abandoned
findly in North America, the discusion on the geographical imagination has replaced the early
logical postive studies. In some dtuation, Sauer even becomes the whipping target of post
modernism scholars. Actually , geographica facts and imagination are the two agects of one
geographica question, they are complementary but not expelled. From this point of view,
Sauer’ s works gill have important meaning for the development of Chinese geography.
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