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A Brief Study on the Kennedy Administration’s

Covert Action against Cuba

Zhao Xuegong
( Research Center of Modem World History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China )

Abstract: The covert action was one kind of means which the United States often used to achieve its own aim during the cold war
years. The Kennedy administration applied this means to Cuba and Vietnam, and the third world became the trial places of this
kind of action. After the failure of Bay of Pigs invasion, the decision — makers of the United States didn’t learn the correct lessons
from the failure and change its hostility toward Cuba. From then the Kennedy administration began to use the covert actions to
overthrow Castro and made some operation plans. The covert action didn’t succeed because of the inherent controversy of the op-
eration, and it bought about a direct result of Cuba’s approach to the Soviet Union. Fundamentally, there would be no Cuban mis-
sile crisis without the United States’ hostile actions toward Cuba.

Key Words: Kennedy Administration; Operation Mongoose; CIA



