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The Early Indudrialization of Jiangnan Towns in the Ming and Qing Dynagies
FAN Shu-zhi
( Department d History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract : Ancient towns in Jiangnan area, such as Zhouzhuang, Tondi , Nanxun , Wuzhen, Luzhi , Xitang
and Zhujiajieo are jus empty shells nowadays to tourigs, though they all had been glendid for hundreds of
years. They were indudrid and commercial centers brimming with economic energy and leading the trend of
the times during the Ming and Qing Dynagies. FHom the angle of early indudriaization , the author expounds
various changes they brought to the traditional ciety , such as the early indugridization with slk and cotton
textile indugry as a representative , the mint dlver capital brought by an export-oriented ecoromy , driving by
exports of raw slk , slk and cotton clothes, the formation of hired labor groups and the market of labor force in
Jiangnan area and a tendency of scattered land right , thus shows the hidorical gatus of Jiangnan towns in the
oourse of urbanization and nodernization , aswell as cid trangtion.
Key words: Ming and Qing Dynadies; Jiangnan towns; early indudrialization; cia trandtion
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