Obama's Policy in Latin American and the Caribbean: From Idealism back to Realism

The Obama Government has taken a “smart-power” approach to foreign policy and achieved the restoration of multilateral diplomacy, which represents a return of the U.S. foreign policy from idealism back to realism. Although it started off in a modest manner in handling the U.S. relations with Latin America and the Caribbean, its main goal remains to keep regional countries firmly in the U.S. orbit. It has taken measures to relax the U.S. tensions with leftist governments in the region, but its aim is to curb their influence over regional affairs. By launching a massive anti-drug cooperation with regional countries, it hopes to overcome the threat from terrorism faced by the United States and to make the U.S.-Mexican border a safer place. It has replaced the FTAA strategy with a policy pursuing social equity, but it has done nothing to pushing it forward. (Zhu Hongbo)
