Policy Differences of Leftist Governments in Latin America    
Since the late 20th century, a large number of leftist governments came into power in Latin America. Among them the Bachelet government in Chile, the Lula government in Brazil, and the Vásquez government in Uruguay pursued a moderate way of adopting socioeconomic measures to improve poor people’s life whereas sticking to the market principle. On the contrary, the Chávez government in Venezuela, the Morales government in Bolivia, and the Correa government in Ecuador seek to conduct a radical reform to find an alternative to the neoliberal model. The major policy difference is largely a result of the institutionalization of their party systems and to a less degree, their respective economic conditions. Natural resources endowment is an important factor resulting in increasing radicalization of the leftist governments in Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecuador.
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