Preaching of Antonio de Montesinos: 
The First Major Protest from within the Western Colonial Powers
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Antonio de Montesinos was a Spanish Dominican friar on the island of Hispaniola. On December 11, 1511, he preached at Santo Dominigo an impassioned sermon criticizing the practices of the Spanish colonial system, and decrying against the enslavement and harsh treatment of the indigenous people of the Island. His preaching is viewed as the first major protest from within the Western Colonial Powers against the injustices that the indigenous people were suffering. It had a deep and long-lasting impact on the history of Latin America. Bartolomé de las Casas, the first officially appointed “Protector of the Indians”, heard it firsthand and recorded it in his Historia de Las Indias. The event triggered a tense nomological debate in Spain and finally resulted in the first Spanish code of ordinances attempting to protect the indigenous people.  
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