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There is an increasing global awareness of conservation and management of water resources. Prolonged drought and high frequency of flood reflect the impacts inflicted by climate change on South America. Water resources become scarce in the Andean mountains, which takes a toll on the regional countries including Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela. As a result of land clearing for pastureland, deforestation of the Brazilian Amazon rainforest has increased sharply, which leads to the shrink of water volume of the Amazon River. Growing water scarcity problems and competition between uses of water pose a serious challenge to policymakers in South America. But, as a result of asymmetry in national interests and global common interests, regional countries don’t fully recognize the importance of jointly developing an effective solution to meet those challenges. 
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