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In 2011 Latin America and the Caribbean maintained stability politically and economically. There was emerging a growing trend of consolidation of democratic institutions. Regional governments, whatever they are leftwing or rightwing, initiated a variety of measures to meet popular demand. It is worth of attention that Mexico and Venezuela will hold important elections in 2012, which might pose challenges to political situation in the region. As a result of counter-cyclical policies, most regional countries achieved relative stability of macro economy and gained an economic growth. But they were under increasing pressure of conducting structural adjustments and combating inflation. External uncertain factors, especially the European debt crisis, might strike the substance economy in the region and undermine its economic growth in 2012. Thanks to sustained economic growth, social indicators in the region achieved an improvement. But, public insecurity was still one of the most concerned problems among local people. Regional countries devoted great efforts in promoting regional integrations and diversifying their foreign relations, which was shaping a new landscape of international relations in the region. The Obama administration took measures to boost the U.S. ties with some regional countries including Brazil and Chile. At the same time, it used economic leverages to impose pressures on regional countries such as Venezuela and Nicaragua. It is noteworthy that it took the initiative to advance FTA negotiations with regional countries aimed at forging a trade bloc centered on the U.S. leadership.                                         (Wu Guoping)
