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against the backdrop of world economic instability. In addition Rousseff who has little firsthand foreign policy
experience is faced with a tough agenda of guiding Brazil to be an important player on the world stage.

( Zhou Zhiwei)

2010 General Elections in Brazil and the Pattern of Political Parties
(pp- 27 -29)

The 2010 general elections in Brazil were the sixth one since the re — democratization in the 1980s. Thanks to
the excellent achievements of President Lula’s two terms in office the presidential candidate Dilma Rousseff
nominated by the central — left ruling coalition won the election. The ruling coalition managed to secure a majority
in the Congress. It is noteworthy that the Workers’ Party ( PT) was the biggest winner in the lower house. In
addition the ruling coalition gained a success in the gubernatorial election by winning 16 gubernatorial positions
among 27 ones up for election. Tt shows that Brazilian politics are currently featured by the centrist — leftist parties’
outstanding role. The Workers” Party and the Brazilian Social Democratic Party( PSDB) are emerging to be the two

major players of the Brazilian party system. ( Wang Peng)

An Analysis of Dilma Rousseff’ s Foreign Policy (pp. 30 -34)

The Dilma Rousseff presidency will likely follow the international agenda set by the Lula administration. On

the international stage to promote Brazil’ s status is front and center. Rousseff will seek to expand Brazil’ s
influence over regional affairs and cement its relations with developed countries like the U. S. and the E. U.
Another task is to deepen Brazils involvement into the mechanisms such as BRIC and Brazil — India — South Africa
to gain support from emerging powers. In addition Rousseff expects to enable Brazil to play an increasing role in

the G20 and other multilateral settings on issues like climate change and financial crisis. ( Wang Junsheng)

A Study of Judiciary System in Latin America (pp- 35 —44)

Judiciary systems in Latin America fall into two great traditions. One is the civil law tradition and another one
the pre — Columbus Indian law tradition. Currently most regional judiciary systems are based on civil law and show
the imprint of the French Civil Code. The U.S. and Spanish Constitutions have a very distinguishing influence over
regional political institutions. Independence of the judiciary is regarded as a fundamental principle by regional
countries. Basically a regional judiciary system is comprised by the trial the prosecution and the judicial

administration organs. It is noteworthy that the jury is also a key component of the system. ( Yang Jianmin)

Frederick Turner’ s Frontier Hypothesis and the
Borderland History in Latin America (pp. 45-50)

According to Frederick Turner an influential American historian the origin of the distinctive democratic
features of the American character has been the American frontier experience. However in most cases his Frontier
Hypothesis is proved not to be applicable to Latin America. The borderland history shows that in regional countries
the frontier didn’ t function to create freedom or reform society due to a variety of unfavorable geographical and
cultural factors. On the contrary the expansion toward the frontier led to consolidation the hierarchy and emerged

to be an incentive to intensify violence and political instability. ( Dong Jingsheng)



