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How to Understand the Transformation of Political Institutions in Latin Ameri-
can Countries

Yuan Dongzhen (23)

[Abstract] This article analyzes the transformation of Latin American countries’ politi—
cal institutions from the perspective of institutional design and the evaluation of its in—
clusiveness efficiency and credibility. In recent years institutional crisis repeatedly
occurred in regional countries highlighting the vulnerability and shortcomings of their
political institutions. Since their independence countries in this region have continued
to explore and construct political institutions. At the very beginning they followed the
European experience and transplanted the United States model. Then they sought to
find a solution to combine their own special national characteristics with political insti—
tutions  which greatly contributed to forging a balanced institutional framework main—
taining political order and stability and sustaining the development of the political
party system and the electoral system. At present regional countries are characterized
by growing political pluralism and high priority of adapting political institutions to the
special political and national conditions. However it is notable that their political in—
stitutions are still facing multiple challenges from deeply rooted institutional deficiencies
and the resulting vulnerability. The institutional capacity is heavily restricted the cred—
ibility is not ensured and in some regional countries there still exist high risks of sys—

tem malfunction. Regional countries need to advance efforts of political reform and in—
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stitutional innovation in order to reduce institutional vulnerabilities and deficiencies e—
liminate negative factors in the traditional political culture and overcome the traditions
of clientelism and patronalism.

[Key Words] political institutions national reform clientelism patronalism institu—
tional capacity

[Author] Yuan Dongzhen Ph.D. Professor Institute of Latin American Studies

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

What Kind of Secession? Whose Destiny?
A Trimming Research of the Concept of Secession Movement

Zhou Guangjun (43)

[Abstract] With the development of theory and practice the initial concept of seces—
sion movement ( peripheral secession central secession) has been extended and ex—
panded arbitrarily: internal secession and leaving the existing state to join another one
are the extended concept and decolonization and withdrawing from the international
organization are the expanded concepts. The concept generalization makes them incom—
mensurable and therefore cannot act appropriately to the situation. To truly understand
the concept of secession movement we need to get back to its source. We hold that
the secessionism is the sub-nationalism ( ethnic nationalism) and that secession move—
ment is the variant of nationalist movement. Thus the secession movement could be
traced back to the establishment of nation-state and the secession movement is the
byproduct of nation-state building. Against this background by investigating its prereq—

uisite condition ( nation states sustain direct and effective rule) restrictive condition
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